








Tournamenit Survey

by Laurie Landry

BIG surprisé in the Southend Open
(November 23/24)  was the brilliant
play of Jill Shirley. Hitting and
following her hits she completely out-
classed Judy Williams after having

got through by picking her hits
against Karenza Mathews.
David Brown shone in beating

Stuart Gibbs but thereafter succum-
bed to ‘‘Connie’’ Warren.

Judy Williams recovered her form
in the Newbury Open (November 30/
December. 1) when she proved too

steady for Jill Shirley and went on to

win a good final
Piddock.

Brian Wright won his first tourna-
ment as a father but not before he
had saved two match points against
Tony Piddock in the final.

Main surprise in the Middlesex
Open  (December 7/8) was another
defeat for Karenza Mathews, this time
at the hands of Judy Williams. Judy

against Pauline

Heaps then showed how to do it but.

hersell lost to Pauline Piddock in the
final. Pauline was really in forrn and
and hit too hard for Maureen Heppell
in the semi.

Mike Johns showed his best form
this season, moving with purpose in
winning the men’s singles without
dropping a game. ‘‘Les’”” IHaslam

also played well beating Brian Wright

and also David Brown after gradually
slowing him down. laslam found
Johns too good however.

Results:

SGUTHEND OPEN

Ien’s Singles: Semi-finals:

C. BARNES (Essex) bt M. Johns
(Ches.) 16, 18; C. WARREN

(Surrey) bt ID. Brown (Essex) 14,

12.

Final: BARNES bt Warren -18, 11, |

14,

Woinen’s Singles: Semi-finals:

J. SHIRLEY (Bucks.) bt K. Mathews
(Middx.)  -15, 19, 23; J.
WILLIAMS (Surrev) bt L. Radford
(Essex) 7, 18.

F.nal: SHIRLEY bt Williams 13, 8.

Liea’s Doubles: Semi-finals:

DBARNES/S. GIBBS (Essex) bt
Brown/D. Johnson (Essex) -19, 13,
17; L. HASLAM  (Middx.)/
WARREN bt L. Gresswell
(Middx.)/S. White (Leics.) 16, 18.

Final: BARNES/GIBBS bt Haslam/
Warren 14, 12,

Women’s Doubles: Semi-finals:

J. BILLINGTON/E. CARRINGTON
(Essex) bt Shirley/M. Walker
(Middx.) 11, 21; RADFORD/D.
SIMPSON (Essex) bt S. Hession
(Essex) /Williams 19, '15.

Final: BILLINGTON/CARRINGTON
bt Radford/Simpson 14, -19, 18.

Mixed Doubles: Semi-finals:

BARNES/MATHEWS bt S. Ogundipe
(Sussex) /Williams 18, 8; GIBBS/
RADFORD bt Brown/Shirley 20,

-18, 14.

Final: BARNES/MATHEWS bt
(Giibbs/Radford 19, 16.

Girls’ 5ingles: Semi-finals:

SHIRLEY bt L. Howard (Surrey)
11, 12; L. CHESSON (Kent) bt

H. Wesley (Essex) 14, 13.
Final: SHIRLEY bt Chesson 8, 8.
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Boys’ Singles: Semi-finals:

M. WALDMAN (Middx.) bt P.
Taylor (Herts.) 17, 17; R.
HELLABY (Essex) bt M. Read

(Essex) -11, 22, 15.
Final: WALDMAN bt Hellaby 17,
16.

Veteran Singles: Semi-finals:

S. NORTON (Essex) bt. V. Painter
(Middx.) 15, -20, 19; L.
HOFFMAN  (Middx.) bt D.
Mackinven (Essex) 15, 19.

Final: NORTON bt Hoffman 14, -18,
12.

NEWBURY OPEN

Men’s Singles: Semi-finals:

B. WRIGHT (Middx.) bt R. Gunnion
(Warwks.) 10, 8; A. PIDDOCK
(Kent) bt S. Ogundipe (Sussex)
12, 14.

Final: WRIGHT bt Piddock -16, 22,
16.

Women’s Singles: Semi-finals:

J. WILLIAMS (Sussex) bt J. Shirley
(Bucks.) 13, 14; P. PIDDOCK
(Kent) bt ]. Billington (Essex)
13, 14.

Final: WILLIAMS bt Piddock 16, 20.

Men’s Doubles: Semi-finals:

GUNNION/WRIGHT bt ]J. Charles
(Gloucs.) /L. Landry (Middx.) 11,
9; H. BUIST (Kent)/PIDDOCK
bt P. Beck (Surrey)/A. Lindsay
(Middx.) 10, 13.

Final: GUNNION/WRIGHT bt Buist
/Piddock -8, 14, 12.

Women’s Doubles: Semi-finals:

S. HESSION (Essex)/WILLIAMS bt
Billington/A. Taft (Middx.) 13,
-18, 16; PIDDOCK/D. STMPSON
(Essex) bt C. Davies/P. Edwards
Hants.) 17, 16.

Final: HESSION/WILLIAMS bt
Piddock/Simpson 18, 18.

Mixed Dcubles: Semi-finals:

OGUNDIPE /WILLIAMS bt Wright/
Shirley 18, -14, 18; E. COSTER
(Herts.) /SIMPSON bt Piddock/
Piddock -14, 23, 18.

Final: OGUNDIPE /WILLIAMS bt
Coster/Simpson 17, 19.

MIDDLESEX OPEN

Men’s Singles: Quarter-finals:

M. JOHNS (Ches.) bt S. Smith
(Essex) 13, 18; C. WARREN
(Surrey) bt M. Creamer (Surrey)
18, 17; L. HASLAM (Middx.) bt
B. Wright (Middx.) 18, 16; D.
BROWN (Essex) bt T. Taylor
(Herts.) 17, -19, 11.

Semi-finals:

JOHNS bt Warren 14, 14; HASLAM
bt Brown -8, 16, 18.

F.nal: JOHNS bt Iaslam 19,

Women’s Singles: Quarter-finals:

P. PIDDOCK (Kent) bt J. <Zhirley
(Bucks.) 19, 17; M. HEPPELL
(Nthld.) bt S. Hess'on (Essex) 19,
6; J. HEAPS (Ches.) bt L. Rudford
(Essex) 19, -22, 17; J. WILLIAMS
(Sussex) bt K. Mathews (Middx.)
15, 17.

Semi-finals:

PIDDOCK bt Heppell 19, 10; HEAPS
bt Williams -19, 15, 12.

Final: PIDDOCK bt Heaps 14, 18.

Men’s Doubles: Semi-finals:

19.

S. GIBBS (Essex)/TAYLOR bt
Haslam/A. Piddock (Kent) -14, 18,
18; R. STEVENS (Essex) /
WRIGHT bt R. Gunnion
(Warwks. ) /Warren 15, 12,

Final: GIBBS/TAYLOR bt Stevens/
Wright -17, 18, 13.

Women’s Doubles: Semi-finals:

RADFORD/D. SIMPSON (Essex) bt
Hession / Williams 19, 17;
HEPPELL/MATHEWS bt Heaps/
Piddock 13, 6.

Final: RADFORD /SIMPSON
Heppell/Mathews -16, 15, 15.

Mixed Doubles: Semi-finals:

HASLAM/HEPPELL bt P. Williams
(Sussex)/M. Walker (Middx.) 8,
13; E. COSTER (Herts.)/
MATHEWS bt Warren/]. Fitz-
simons (Ireland) 18, 14.

Final: HASLAM/HEPPELL bt Coster
/Mathews 11, -22, 13.

Boys’ Singles: Semi-finals:

N. JARVIS (Yorks.) bt M. Read
(Essex) 16, 11; S. HEAPS (Ches.)
bt P. Bishop (Surrey) 15, -21, 15.

Final: JARVIS bt Heaps 14, 10.

Girls’ Singles: Semi-finals:

SHIRLEY bt C. Mann (Middx.) 10,
12; S. HOWARD (Surrey) bt L.
Pacitto (Bucks.) 11, 8.

Final: SHIRLEY bt Howard 13, 13.

Veteran Singles‘ Semi-finals:

G. TSOW (Northants) bt V. Painter
(Middx.) 14, 13; Z. SCHRAMM
(Surrey) bt T. Donlon (Ches.) 2,
18.

Final: TSOW bt Schramm 17, -16,
18.

bt

“SURREY COMET”
TOURNAMENT

BIGGER THAN EVER

THE culmination ot three days
play which was needed for this
season’s ‘Surrey Comet’’ tournament,
held at Kingston Grammar School,
by kind permission of the head-
master, Mr. P. R. Rundle, was on
Saturday, December 21 when the field
of 286 entrants Treached more
manageable proportions.

On that date the semi-finals and
finals of the various events were con-
tested by children in schools in the
Greater london Kingston-on-Thames
area.

Prizes were presented by Mr.
(silbert  Jenkins, the  Managing
Editor of the SURREY COMET,
whose paper has done much to
increase the inlerest in Table Tennis
‘n Kingston. ¥

Principal results were:—
Boys’ U-14:
A. Jeans (Kingston) bt D. Bishop

(Tiffin) 13, 17.

Girls” U-14:
Angela Crisp (Coombe) bt Jane

Burton (Coombe) 10, 6.

Boys’ U-16:
I’. Bishop, Holder (Kingston) bt D.
Browne (Kingston) 11, 6.

Girls” 17-16: :
Gillian Hancox (Tolworth) bt Anne
Morris (Coombe) 13, 15.

Boys’ U-19:
P. Bishop, IHolder (Kingston) bt .
Strangeway (Tiffin) 6, 3.

Girls’ U-19:
Gail McCulloch, Holder (Tiffin Girls)
bt Lynne Coates (tolworth) 14, 12.

SWINDON OPEN
by G. G. S. Turnbull
YUGOSLAVS SWEEP THE BOARD

PLAYED at Pinehurst Sports Hall
on December 15, the first-ever
Swindon Open was completely domi-
nated by the visitors from Yugoslavia
who won four titles outright and had
a half share in the fifth.

Undoubtedly the highlight of the
tournament was the men’s singles
final between Dragutin Surbek, the
European champion, and his young
compatriot Anton Stipancic.

A large crowd really appreciated the
excellent display of modern table
tennis served up.

Lesley Radford put up a splendid
performance in the final of the
women’s singles but the more
aggressive play of Mirjana Resler
finally proved to be the telling factor.

Previously, in the semis, Jill
Shirley was unlucky when, at 20-all
in the third, the Yugoslav just clipped
the edge of the table to take the lead
and capitalised on her good fortune to
win the next point for victory.

Results:

Men’s Singles: Quarter-finals:
A Stipancic (Yugo.) bt R. Penfold
(Surrey) 10, 16;

B. Meisel (Kent) bt D. Cutcliffe
(Warwks.) 9, 10;

D. Surbek (Yugo.) bt P. Shirley
(Bucks.) 11, 10;

D. Brown (Essex) bt E. Coster
(Herts.) 19, 15,

| Semi-finals:

STIPANCIC bt Meisel 7, 10;
SURBEK bt Brown 13, 11.

Final:

SURBEK Dbt Stipancic -18, 19, l6,

Women’s Singles: Semi-finals:

M. RESLER (Yugo.) bt J. Shirley
(Bucks.) -12, 15, 20;

L. RADFORD (Esscx) bt 5. Howard

F.(Surrey) 17, -17, 10.

inal:

RESLER bt Radford -21, 18, i6.

Men’s Doubles: Semi-finals:

STIPANCIC/SURBEK bt Coster/B.
Hill (Surrey) 9, 13;

D. BOWLES/P. RADFORD (Essex)
lg)t J. Bender/B. Petch (Middx.) 18,

Final:
STIPANCIC/SURBEK
Radford 13, 14.

Wotnen’s Doubles: Semi-finals:

RADFORD/RESLER bt C. Davies/
P. Edwards (Hants.) 11, -19, 18;

SHIRLEY /M. WALKER (Middx.) bt

bt Bowles/

S. Howard/A. Mills (Iants.) 15,
-11, 12,

Final:

RADFORD/RESLER bt  Shirley/

Walker 11, -18, 19.

Mixed Doubles: Semi-finals:
RADFORD/RADFORD bt Surbek/].
Hudson (Hants.) 14, 16;

STIPANCIC/RESLER bt  Shirley/
Shirley 16, -21, 13,

Final:

STIPANCIC/RESLER bl Radford/

Radford 12, 18.

BANGOR MAID OPEN

by Peter Simpson
MORALE BOOSTER BY LANGAN

SUBSEQUENT the {riendly
international Ireland on

to
against






























WESTERN LEAGUE
BULLETIN

by Grove Motlow

IMPRESSIVE DEBUT

BRISTOL Ladies had a clear-cut
victory in their home encounter with
Swindon winning 9-0. Marilyn Jones
certainly made a very successful first
appearance winning all her three sets,
including a 2-1 win over Swindon’s
No. 1 Gwen Hazell.

Newport Ladies, now strengthened
by the return of Elizabeth Gray, had
their revenge over Swindon who beat
them 8-1 earlier in the season. This
time Newport won 7-2 thanks due to
Mrs. Gray and Mrs. Stella Jones each
winning three.

another  good
home, they beat

Bristol
victory when, at
Weston 8-1. Once again Marilyn
Jones was in good form, winning
three, as did Jean Golding. Barbara
Dickenson did well for Weston hea’-
ing Joan Collier.

secured

Newport were heavily trounced by
Bristol, losing 9-0 at home. Barbara
Roden nearly sprang a surprise when
she narrowly lost to Jean Golding
but Joan Collier and Marilyn Jones
figured in no such close encounters.

In the Men’s section, Bristol had
a very comfortable victory in their
home game with Swindon winning 8-1
David McGarry losing to Tony Wolfl
in the opening set. Both E. Hall
and C. Feltham secured maximum
returns.

Chelienham were beaten, at home,
7-2 by Plymouth. A feature of this
match was the strong attacking play
of the three Plymouth players,
Wright, Parkin and James.

Martin White celebrated the birth
of his first child (a daughter) by
securing Cheltenham’s two wins.

Bristol 2nds had a close home
match with Taunton winning 5-4.
All depended on the last set between
G. Douglas and R. Whitmore with
the Bristol player, Douglas, winning
in straight games. For Taunlon, J.
Wise was unbeaten.

Weston had a good win when they
played Bristol 2nds away. In a 7-2
success, Joe Garland was in top {orm
winning three, as did Tony Kinsey.

For Bristol B. Reeves and D.

Darrelli both beal Ray Fhilpott.
Bristol, last year's winners,

suffered their first defeat for some

considerable time when, at Plymouth,
the home side {riumphed 5-4. With
the score at 4-all, David James bea:
Feltham 22-20, 21-15 to clinch
victory.

James and A, Wright cach won two
with R. Parkins contributing a solo.
Bristol’s star was 1. Hall who won
all his sets.

Newport were beaten 5-4 in the
home match with Bristol after being
4-2 up. With score at 4-all C.
Feltham beat John Bloomer {o secure
Bristol’s win. Tables: —

MEN’S DIVISION

PWL F APs
Plymouth 33 0 18 9 6
Exeter 22 0 12 6 4
Bristol 321 17 10 4
Weston 321 17 10 4
Swindon 3.2 1 15 11 4
Newport ... 4 1 3 16 20 2
Bristol 2nds 41 3 14 22 2
Cheltenham 303 9 18 0
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[LADIES’ DIVISION

Bristol
Newport
Exeter
Swindon

Weston

NORTHUMBERLAND
NOTES

by “Geordie”
CHILVERS FOR THE HIGH JUMP?

CONGRATULATIONS to Ian
Robertson of North Shields YMCA
on his selection {for the England
Junior team that was opposed to
Federal Germany, at Bury, on Jan.
4. Tan is the third junior from
Northumberland 1o be selecied for
England in the last four years and
with the rapid advancement of David
Armstrong and Chris Shepherd, both
of Newcastle YMCA, a fourth repre-
sentative, nexl season, is a distinct
possibility.

Despite defeating Lincolnshire 8-2,
Northumberland still have I.ancashire
in contention for the Division 2
(North) title and sets average could
be wvital when we clash with them
in March.

The viclory over Lincolnshire was
highly satisfactory considering that
three of our four top players, Stuart
Lennie, Alan Ransome and Arthur
Chilvers, were unavailable. It will
be interesting to receive an explana-
tion from Chilvers, who played in
the Swindon Open, yet was not con-
sidered for County selection on the
same day because of influenza !
Always-available, Peter Hoyles and
Ram Bhalla deputised well, the
latter’s hard flat-hitting proving diffi-
cult to counteract.

The MNorthuinberland League made
a quick exit from the Wilmott Cup
when they went down to a shock de-
feat against Huddersfield.

Biggest sensation in the Northum-
berland knock-out cup competition
was Hexham’s 5-4 dcfeat of MOSS
““A’". Frank Mi{chinson and Maureen
Heppell won five sels between them
and both registered victories over
Peter Duncombe and Ron Kettlewell,
he Countly No. 8.

To ensure peak fitness for  the
possible Counly candidates, weekly
training sessions have been arranged
in January and Iebruary at the
Lightfoot Sports Stadium, Newcastle.

Brian Burn, Stuart [cnnie and
Alan Raunsome have been invited by
the Norwegian Association to play in
Bergen between January 24-30 in-
clusive and it is hoped that both
contingen's will benefit from their
matches.

ESSEX NOTES

by Harry Walker

ARRANGEMENTS FOR ‘“OPEN”’
IN HAND

ALL arrangements are now in hand
for the Essex Open to be played at
Harlow Sports Centre during the
weekend of February 22/23. It is
unfortunate that {iwo International

matches have been arranged in the
North about this {ime, and that the
Teesside Open has reached such pro-
portions, but it is felt that there will
still be quite a number of top players
in the South who will not be in-
volved. This season there will be
two Youth Singles events (under 21
years) also a Veteran’s event.
Women's entries wiil be accepted for
the latter and if sufficient are forth-
coming a separale event will be run.

Regarding the Closed Champion-
ships, it is hoped to stage the Seniors
at Loughton on April 19 and the
Junior at Leyton on April 26 but no
definite announcement can be made
until the venues have been confirmed.

The County Team Knock-out com-
petition has now reached the Semi-
final stage, teams involved being:—
Section “A”:

Gidea Park (1) v. Gidea Park (2)

Roval Oak v. Brady Y.C,

Section “‘B’’:
Rosebery (1) v. Scorpians
St. Mary’s v. Bardswell (1)

In the National Team Competition
ROMFORD are the only survivors to
the third round of the Willmot Cup.
In the ROSE BOWL, three leagues
have come through-—Harlow, South-
end and Romford. It is unfortunate
that the latter two leagues have to
play one another, but at least one
will come through to the next round.
Looking at the Juniors, BARKING
boys have had a good run in the
CARTER CUP and are the only
Essex league through to the third
round. Their Girls’ team are also
in the last eight of the BROMFIELD
TROPHY,

The Essex Schools Association are
holding their Team Championships at
the Great Baddow Comprehensive
School, Chelmsford on SUNDAY,
February 16 running from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. The events will be for
under-15, under-17 and under-19
Boys and Girls. The organisation is
in the hands of David Lomas the
Hon. Secretary of the Association and
the Hon. Secretary of the Burnham-
on-Crouch League.

Several Leagues are holding their
Championship Finais during Feb-
ruary beginning with Romford's at
the Red Triangle Club, Main Road,
on February I. On the same day

Southend also hold theirs.  The
Chelmsford  League  stage  their
FINALS on February 7 at the

Marconi Club, Beehive Lane.

Jack Carrington is organising the
Y. M.C.A. European T1.T. Tourna-
ment which takes place at the Red
Triangle Club, Romford, April 10-12
with nine countries competing,

The revised National  Junior
Ranking List shows some interesting
changes and makes one wonder at
the wisdom of holding Trials before
the season starts when players, in
some cases, have had insufficient
practice to reflect their true form. The
new List proves this quite clearly.
In the Boys, Robert Hellaby moves
down one place whilst Mike Read
goes down five places to No. 11. The
play of Susan Beckwith has at last
been recognised and she jumps from
Group ‘A’ to No. 7. Ian Horsham
is in Group ‘A" and Mickie Locke
in Group “B”. Janet Hellaby is in
the Girls’ Group “*A”’,

Essex joined with Kent and
Middlesex in taking a coach of about
thirty players to the Yorkshire Junior

Open. The Essex Committee have
made a grant to assist their Juniors
in financing the trip, in co-operation
with parents, and Alan Shepherd, the
Junior Secretary, is to be compli-
mented on the venture. The County
Junior team have won all three
matches played with a sets average
of 30.0.

Keith Lawrence is now taking a
four-year course in Computer Science
at the Hatfield College of Technology
in St. Albans.

Last, but by no means least, it was
gratifying to Essex that DAVID
BROWN has at last been noticed by
the National Selection Committee and
invited to join the International
Squad. In Essex we feel that his
claim has been outstanding too long
and his consistent successes should
have been recognised earlier in the
season so that full advantage could
have been taken of the experience to
be gained by being a member of the
Squad. Still, it has happened at last
and I will conclude this montl’s
notes with — CONGRATULATIONS,
DAVID and GOOD LUCK FOR T1
FUTURE”.

BEDFORDSHIRE NOTES
By Ron Cox

ANITA STOPS THE ROT

BEDFORDSHIRE started their
County Championships programme
with a 4-6 defeat to Northampton-
shire. They got away to a disastrous
start, dropping the first 4 sets, butl
Bedford’s Anita James then stopped
the rot by taking the women’s singles.

The Bedford League Restricted
Open is on Sunday, March 9 at the

Badminton Hall, Bradgate Road,
Bedford. Play commences at 9-30
a.m., but players having a long

distance to travel may, upon applica-
tion, be granted exemption until 11
a.m,

Entries must be sent to the Tourna-
ment Secretary, Mrs. E. W. Pacey,
17, Brook Street, Bedford by Feb-
ruary 19,

Last season’s tournament attracted
a big entry, singles winners being:
Women—Penelope Bonner (Wilishire)
and Men—Les Gresswell (Middlesex).

Thanks 1o the enthusiasm of the
Club Leader Jeff Silver, the Pioneer
Boys’ Club, Dunstable, has done a
great deal 10 encourage Junior players
and recently put on a Table Tennis
exhibition by England-ranked players
Stuart Gibbs and Trevor Taylor.

Incidentally, Trevor and his young
brother Peter are playing in the
Bedford and District League this
season, for Stotfold Liberal Club.

Bedford League are out of 3
National Inter-League competitions,
only the Ladies surviving in the Rose
Bowl with a 5-4 win over Reading.

The Men lost their Wilmott Cup
match to Luton 5-2, the sets being
closely contested, but the Junior boys
(v. North Herts.) lost 9-0 and the
girls 8-1 to Leicester.






CAMBRIDGESHIRE NOTES
by Leslie Constable

NO HOLDING THE INSTITUTE

IN the Cambs. League, New
Chesterton Institute, last season’s
champions of Division 1, are romp-
ing ahead being so far unbeaten.

Other contenders are Guildhall,
YMCA I and Universily Press but
the N.C.I. team of John Thurstlon,
Stephen Andrew and Vic Tiplady
look like holding their title.

Guildhall have done surprisingly
well this season and their team of
Gerald Atkinson, Albert Jackson and
Charlie McCartney have been most
effective.

Cambridge University have had a
mixed season so far with Corrall
their outstanding player. They are
finding the first division a much
tougher proposition.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE LEAGUE

Division 1

WDL E A Ps

N.C.I. s 8 0 0 60 20 16
Guildhall 8 0 2 63 37 16
Camb, Univ., 7 0 3 54 46 14
Y.M.CA. 1 6 0 3 62 28 12
Press cocvceeeneieecienns 5 0 3 4 39 10
In the county match against

Suffolk at Ipswich, Cambs. played
pluckily without the help of their
leading players, Thursion and Carol
Chapman, and only lost 4-6.

Sandra Granger played magnifi-
cently against Diane Youngs and lost
by the skin of her teeth in the last
sel when seemingly set for victory.
Tony Littlechild and Alan Ponder
were responsible for 1he Cambs
singles successes.

The City had amnother memorable
match  against Norwich in  the
Wilmott Cup when they got home 5-4
in the last set. In this cliffthanger,
Ponder beat Tony Hipperson in a
three-game thriller which had the
spectators on their toes {o the last
point.

Last season, Norwich won in like
{ashion and in past matches the
result has always been close.
Andrews had a great viclory over
Hipperson but Littlechild was off
form and drew a blank,

Coaching for ladies has been held
at the Cambridge Corn Exchange and
it is hoped that in the near future we
shall see some new stars arise.

Two coachloads of Cily fans (80
people in all) went {o Norwich Lo see
the England v. Sweden maich which
is a clear indication tliat interest in
table tennis is on the up grade.

SOUTH-EAST MIDLANDS LEAGUE

Cambridge head the Men’s Seclion
with a handsome nine points margin
and look like repeating last season’s
success. Thurston and Andrews have
played well with good support from
Littlechild, Trevor Waller and Ken
Muhr.

Ely and District have starled off
well and have been well served by
Brian Jones, John Ashman and Eddie
Sharpe.

Albon has been in form for St.
Neots and Anitla James and Barbara
Hammond for Bedford Ladies.
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Brian Cullis is serving Hurnts
Central well and Rodney Marchant
“in form’’ for Wellingborough,  So
too has been Barry Wilson of Wis-
bech and recenily obtained his first
““‘cap’” for Cambs.

Gerald Cokeman has a 100Y%, record
for Cambridge City Juniors.

WILTSHIRE NOTES

by “Moonraker”

JUNIORS TAKE A BOW!

TWELVE-YEAR-OLD Margaret
Wolff (Swindon)—whose father Tony
(Sen.), brothers Tony (Jun.) and
Michael have all played for the
County—became the fourth member
of the family (can any other county
beat this?) to make a big impression
on the county scene when she
appeared in four finals—winning two
titles—when the first-ever Wilts.
Junior ‘Closed’ was held at Tidworth.

Under 17: Boys'—R. Arney bt
P. Davies 12, -19, 19; Girls’'—H.
Rusby bt M. Wolff 17, 11; Boys’
Doubles—R. Amey/B., Gronski bt
K. Harrison/P. Davies 12, 16; Girls’
—M. Wolff/H. Rusby bt D. May/
N. Hazell -11, 12, 15; Mixed—P.
Davies/H, Rusby bt K. Harrison/
M, Wolff -11, 19, 14.

Under 15: Boys'—K. Bushel bt L.
Bushel 14, 14; Girls’—M. Wolff bt C.
Sherman 6, 6.

It was nice to see such a smartly
dressed turn-out by the youngsters
and in addition to Margaret Wolff,
the daughters of county players Gwen
Hazell and Ivy Sherman following in
their parent’'s footsteps.

Devizes Finals Night proved a real
tamily affair with the husband and
wife combination of Mick and
Margaret Alexander featuring in 5
finals while John Revell —who some
20 years ago featured on the same
‘line-up’ as then World Champion
Johnny Leach and wife Ann
appeared in 4 finals.

Results:

Men’s—J. Revell bt M. Alexander
19, 8; Women's—Mrs. M. Alexander
(H) bt Miss A, Boyce 8, 16; Boys’
—V. Nipress (H) bt P. Bruce 12,
8; Girls’ —H. Rusby bt Miss B. House
18, 9; Veteran’s—J. Revell bt B.
Hussey (H) 13, 13; Men’s Doubles—
M. Alexander/K. Welsh bt J. Revell/
K. Oliver 20, 17; Women’s Doubles—
Mrs. M. Alexander/Miss B. House
(H) bt Mrs. P. Hawkins/Mrs. A.
Revell -18, 18, 20; Mixed— Mr. and
Mrs. M. Alexander (H) bt Mrs. P.
Hawkins/D. Rigby -16, 15, 19,

Popping in at the Swindon ‘Open’
—reported elsewhere in this issue—I
was pleased to meet Tommy Sears—
an England player of almost 40 years
ago—who, although he has only
recently taken up the position of W.
H. Smith & Son’s, local new Ware-
house Manager, is Swindon’s newest
Vice-President.

Tommy’s valuable experience as a
past member of the National Selection
Committee and also as non-playing
skipper of both Junior and Women'’s
touring teams will, no doubt, provide
a most useful acquisition both at
league and county level.

Too often the backroom boys (and
girls) are taken for granted but I

would like to second the appreciation
voiced by my friend Grove Motlow
when Monmouthshire beat Wilts 8-2
in some excellent junior match con-
ditions at Trowbridge.

West Wilts’ League Secretary, John
Cleveland, and County Umpire John
Ford’s so capable team (which on this
occasion included John’s mum and
dad) of organisers are not only a
credit to their league but also do
credit at County level.

LEICESTERSHIRE NOTES
by Philip Reid

“WELL REWARDED”

LEICESTERSHIRE were well re-
warded from two long journeys to
Newport and Wrexham when they
returned victorious from both. The
Seniors had Charlie Jacques back in
the side and he won both his sets in
great style. Never in trouble was

John Iliffe who has made a most |

encouraging start to his County
career. Steven White won a singles
and partnered Iliffe to take the
doubles. The hunting county’s other
set was secured by Rita Beith who
had an excellent win over Elizabeth
Gray. No praise can be too high
for Rita, who in two seasons has
played some magnificent games for
Leicestershire.

The Juniors won five of the six
Boys’ Singles with Dave Carter and
Tony Branson, unbeaten in singles,
also winning the doubles. Chris
Brewer won the all-important final
set, Janet Hamer made her debut in
this match and although she did not
appear on the winning side, showed
considerable promise.

Although the Men and Ladies have
been eliminated from the National
Cup competitions, the Boys' - and
Girls’ teams are still riding high.
Leicester defeated Loughborough in
the first round and went on to an 8-1
win over Worcester (Branson 3,
Carter 3, Randell 2). The girls,
making their first-ever entry in the
Bromfield Trophy won 8-1 against
Bedford (Miss Baxter 3, Miss Hamer
3, Miss Elsdon 2). Both have tough
next round matches—the boys play
Birmingham and the girls visit
Sittingbourne.

The Rose Johnson Bowl continues
to provide close finishes, The second
round produced a tie between East
Cheam and Parmeko, the latter
receiving a, start of 69 points. In
the replay Parmeko won by 7 points,
thanks to some great play by Vic
Clayton. For East Cheam Dave
Wimperis was the star.

In Midland League fixtures,
Leicester Veteran’s ‘B’ team continue
to do well and look likely winners
of their division. The Men’s Second
team suffered two defeats in succes-
sion—to Hinckley and Coventry—
and appear to have lost any chance
of promotion. The Intermediates
continue to do well and in their

9-1 win against Leamington both
John O'Commor and Bob Phillips
recorded maximums.

The Leicester and District League
now have their own newsletter, “Top-
spin’ and it is issued, without charge,
monthly to every club secretary.
John Bowness has worked hard to
bring this idea to fruition and with
three issues already out, the news-
letter can said to be well and truly
launched. In the Saracen Cup the
favourites, Wigston Fields suffered a
first round defeat by Goons (who sub-
sequently lost to Lutterworth Boys
Club). King Richards Rd. W.M.C.
had a fine 7-3 win over Jones and
Shipman and are now undisputed
leaders of 2ZA. Nick Smith had a
maximum for the winners, with Fred
Day winning the only two singles sets
for the losers. After a lean start,
Newbridge have golt going in 4A
where John Lenton's first maximum
coincided with the side’s first win
of the season. In Division 5B Roy
Waddington, of Goodwin Barsby,
leads the individual averages but his
team are bottom of the league.

In the Loughborough League
Knightthorpe lost 7-3 to Shepshed
A’ which leaves the latter well up
with the leaders, In this match
Mick Meredith was extended by
Richard Hassall to the tune of 17-21,
21-14, 23-21 but he managed to get
home to keep his 100% record intact.

In the second division 1st Lough-
borough B.B. won their first match
of the season when they defeated
Holy Trinity 7-3.

CHESHIRE NOTES -
by Jim Beckley
CONGRATULATIONS ROGER

IT was good to hear {hat support
existed in ‘away’ ferrilory when
Cheshire recently travelled down to
Sussex and Middlesex. All those
extra cheers help a great deal.
Thanks a lot.

After not hearing of Roger Hampson
for some months and having to leavc
him out of the opening county maich
against Yorkshire, it was relieving
to hear that he was in circulation.
Especially so when we learned of his
marriage to Pam Radford. Congratu-
lations from us all, Roger.

I suppose that having a player of
Judy Heap’s calibre in one’s team,
means that occasionally onc must
give way to international call-up. But
surely, isn’t it possible to arrange
county and international events on
different dates.

Stockport men’s team have recently
had some good results. In the Carter
Cup they beat Crewe 9.1 while in
the L. & C. League they easily
accounted for Chester by the same
score. Not so their ladies who went
down to neighbours Manchester in the
Rose Bowl competition and only just
managed to hang on to a 5-all draw
in the league.

FOR

CLOTH CLUB BADGES
in any quantity. Low

prices -

SALE

made to your own design
Quick delivery —

S. A. CORY & COMPANY, 35b Tooting Bec Gardens,

Streatham, S.W.16.
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County Championships Round-up

27 UNBEATEN TEAMS

INTERESTING 1hat at the time of
writing these notes no fewer than
27 teams have 100% records, and of
these Warwicks. Juniors and Essex:
Juniors have yet to drop a set. Com-
petition in a number of divisions is
again very keen but it seems that in
the Premier Division Gloucestershire
(who have been on the brink of the
big drop for the past three seasons)
are likely to fall this time. The
loss of Ian Harrison, the mainstay
of this side for many seasons, will
probably prove too severe a blow:to
ride.

PREMIER DIVISION
Gloucestershire 2 Essex 7
R. Morley lost to S. Gibbs -15, -16;

bt R. Stevens 18, 15.

J. Charles lost to Gibbs -19, 17, -9;

lost to D. Brown -5, -10.

S, Griffin lost to Stevens -25, 18, -13;

lost to Brown -11, -16.
Morley/Charles bt Gibbs/Brown 17,

-16, 18.

Mrs. K. Stuart

Radford -4, -7.

lost to Mrs. L.

Grifin/Mrs. Stuart lost to Stevens/

Mrs. Radford -17, -13.

Both teams below strength, but the
teenage replacements all making their
mark. Best was David Brown with
two fairly comfortable singles wins
although he suffered a reverse with
Stuart Gibbs in men’s doubles.

Kent 2 Middlesex 7

A. Piddock lost to B. Wright 13, -15,
-21; beat O. Haslam 15, 13.

D. Basden lost to Wright -8, -15;
lost to A. Lindsay -19, -18.

K. Baker lost to Haslam 23, -19, -13;
lost to Lindsay -18, -19.

Piddock/H. Buist lost to Haslam/
Lindsay -18, 16, -16.

Mrs. P. Piddock beat
Mathews -16, 17, 19,

Basden/Mrs. Piddock lost to Wright/
Mrs. Mathews -18, -12.

Tony Piddock opened Kent's
account, convincingly beating a dis-
appointing Les Haslam ~and later
Pauline Piddock kept faint hopes of a
win alive with a narrow win over
Karenza Mathews in an excellent
W.S. Brian Wright then recovered
from 2-11 in the 3rd to give Middlesex
a 5-2 lead, although Piddock saved
four set points.

Mrs. K.

Sussex 1 Cheshire 8
P. Williams lost to M. Johns -17, -19;
beat D. Schofield 17, 13.

R. Chandler lost to Johns 15, -10, -8;
lost to R. Hampson -14, 15, -11.
S. Ogundipe lost to Schofield -16, -10;

lost to Hampson -10, -12.
Chandler/Williams lost to Hampson/
Schofield -23, -23.
Miss J. Williams
Heaps -17, -20.
Ogundipe/Miss Williams lost to Johns
/Miss Heaps -10, -12.

Cheshire could not have expected
such an easy victory, but in Mike
Johns they had a real winner. Sam
Ogundipe twice flattened and Judy
Heaps a little fortunate to get an
edge ball at 20-all in second after
Judy Williams had recovered from
15-20.  Sussex threw away M.D.
after leading 20-15 in first and 20-13
in second. On this showing they
could do with some of Cheshire’s team
spirit !

lost to Miss J.

by JOHN WRIGHT

Yorkshire 8 Warwickshire 1

D. Neale beat DD, Munt 9, 8; beat
R. Gunnion 17, 18.

A. Hydes beat Munt 14, 10; beat M.
Billington 11, 14.

J. Kedge lost to Gunnion -19, -17;
beat Billington 15, 16.

Hydes/Neale beat Billington/Munt
-17, 19, 10.

Miss L. Bashford beat Miss K. Perry
13, -19, 18.

Kedge/Miss Bashford beat Gunnion/
Miss Perry 18, 12.

Only Ralph Gunnion offered real
resistance to Yorkshire, the others
seeming overawed. 16-year-old Linda
Bashford, making Premier debut,
fully lived up to the good name she
has earned on the tournament circuit
and teamed well with John Kedge
to score a resounding success over
Gunnion and Kath. Perry.

Middlesex 8 Cheshire 1

B. Wright beat M. Johns -19, 13, 13;
beat 1. Schofield 14, 15.

O. Haslam lost to Johns -16, -8; beat
R. Hampson 20, -18, 19.

A. Lindsay beat Schofield 14, 12; beat
Hampson -17, 22, 6.
Haslam/Lindsay  beat

Schofield 20, 17.
Mrs. K. Mathews beat Miss J, Heaps

-17, 15, 13.
Wright/Mrs. Mathews

Miss Heaps 10, 12.

Inspired shots from Mike Johns left
Les Haslam floundering and gave
Cheshire an early lead which was their
only success. A typical Alan Lindsay
nail biter v. Roger Hampson with an
edge ball brilliantly retrieved at 20-
all in 2nd (first game to Hampson).
A good singles win by Karenza
Mathews and clever play by Brian
Wright to prevent Johns winning his
fourth singles in two days. But
Lindsay did get four in two days, and
twc doubles with Haslam to record 6
out of 6. How about that for an
“unfit”’ player ?

Hampson/

beat Johns/

SECOND DIVISION SOUTH

Essex II 3 Surrey 7
Mike Watts and David Bowles
made debut’s in this depleted Essex
team which gave a good account of
itself although the more experienced
Surrey side triumphed in the end.

Middlesex 1II 7 Kent II 3

Norfolk 0 Buckinghamshire 10

Norfolk failed to tighten their game
and Bucks. always had extra in
reserve. Sadly will the home County
miss Alan Coley, now in Bermuda,
who had the real fighting sgirit.

Norfolk 2 Essex II 8

A determined effort by Paul
Gilbertson v. Mike Watls and a
thrilling W.D. with Edna Allen and
Betty Cassell through by -10, 13, 18
levelled the score at 2-all. But,
despite Betty’s greatl battle later with
Di Simpson, Norfolk could do no
more against a side for whom Dennis
Johnson and Peter Radford were un-
beaten.

SECOND DIVISION NORTH

Durham 9 Cumberland 1
An entertaining match in a relaxed
atmosphere. The strong defensive
play of Wilf Barker and the attack of
E. Taylor provided good contrasts
with both proving too good for
Cumberland’s best player Ron Batty.

Yorkshire II 4 Lancashire 6

Lancashire have played better than
this, and will need 1o to regain Premier
status. Credit, though, to Yorkshire
and in particular to Tony Clayton
with wins over Kevin Forshaw and
John Clarke. A better match for
Peter Hirst; Alan Fletcher (as on
previous occasions) failed at a crucial
time v. Clarke; and Lindon Forkes
fell away after desperately close first
game with D. Johnson to lose -29,

Northumberland 8 Lincolnshire 2

Peter Hoyles led Brian Hill 16-9 in
the first before the Lincs. player really
got going: with some wonderful ret-
rieving he allowed Hoyles one more
point in this game and took the
second for Lincs. only singles win.
With Brian Burn back to peak form
and the home team clearly stronger in
the women’s events Lincs. were not
disgraced.

SECOND DIVISION MIDLAND

Derbyshire 2 Staffordshire 8
Glamorgan 10 Oxfordshire O
Monmouthshire 3 ILeicestershire 7

Charlie Jacques brilliant for the
visitors with defence at times im-
penetrable. A fast counter-hitling
battle between Haydn Thomas and
Stephen White resulted in a -17, 19,
20 win for Thomas and Monmouths
also shaded W.D, 20 in 3rd. Three
other sets went to 3 in an excellent
match.

SECOND DIVISION WEST
Dorset 3 Devon 7

Somerset 9 Cornwall 1
SOUTHERN DIVISION

Berkshire 5 Hampshire 5

Oxfordshire II 3
Buckinghamshire II 7

Surrey I1I 7 Worcestershire 11 3

Surrey clearly too sirong in the
women’s events but made to fight
very hard in the men's where 6
needed a 3rd game. Gordon Chapman
saved what looked to be a losing
position v. Mike Prosser to win -16,
12, 19 and Trevor Campbell had a
match to remember with a defeat
-16, 22, -18 to Johr Heathcote and
a win 11, -20, 22 over Brian Belcher.
Worcs. led three times in the match.

MIDLAND DIVISION

Lancashire II 9 Shropshire 1

Susan Lisle and Barbara Yates
showed lack of harmony and too
much “‘after you'’ spirit to lose W.D.
when a game and 20-15 up. Otherwise
very much one-way traffic with
Shropshire on the receiving end.

Nottinghamshire 9 Denbighshire 1

A second really easy win for Notts.,
although the late arrival of the
visitors (without even a cuppa since
leaving home) meant that the match
was half over before they settled
down. ’

Staffordshire II 9 Derbyshire II 1

EASTERN DIVISION .
Cambridgeshire 3 Bedfordshire 7
Huntingdonshire 4 Suffolk 6

Northamptonshire 1
Hertfordshire 11 9

Brian Barr made to. work hard to
beat John Goodall (-22, 19, 19) and
Roger Steward (-19, 16, 18) and
Goodall recovered well to beat David
Seaholme. A surprise result, but the
margin rather flattering to Herts.

JUNIOR DIVISION SOUTH
Berkshire 0 Middlesex 10
Hampshire 2 Kent 8
A very competent performance by
a Kent side strong in all departments.
Buckinghamshire 5 Sussex 5

JUNIOR DIVISION NORTH

Durham 7 Cumberland 3

Paul Freeman again outstanding,
and a promising debut by D. Taylor.
The form of the Durham girls,
Cynthia Waite and Doreen Codling,
continues to improve.

Northumberland 6 Cheshire 4

Joan Newham had the edge over
Marian Lloyd which gave the home
County G.S. and both X.D. Ian
Robertson and Chris Shepherd both a
bit disappointing but a fine debut by
David Armstrong with two singles

wins. For Cheshire, Philip Mayman
impressive and DBrian Johns very
promising.

JUNIOR DIVISION MIDLAND
Denbighshire 4 Leicestershire 6

With G.S. and two X.D. wins,
Yvonne Jones the mainstay of this
Denbighs. team which came close to
snatching a shock draw. But
Leicester’'s boys Tony Branson, David
Carter, and Chris Brewer thought
differently and ensured full points
for Leics.

Oxfordshire 0 Nottinghamshire 10
Warwickshire 10 Derbyshire 0

The absence of the visiting No. 1
did not help this very inexperienced
team against the division champions.

JUNIOR DIVISION EAST
Hertfordshire 9 Norfolk 1

Even without Trevor Taylor, and
with M. Baines, M. Harper, and Miss
S. Hartwell all on debut, Herts.
proved too strong. 9-1 a little
flattering as Herts. came often from
behind—notably D. Rawlinson who
saved seven game points against P.
Vertigan,

Bedfordshire 3 Northamptonshire 7

A big disappoiniment for Beds.,
whose boys seem to have lost their
winning spark. First three sets to
Northants, at 19 in 3rd, 22 in 3rd,
19 in 3rd and much credit must go
to the visitors for their consistent
workmanship.

Essex 10 Huntingdonshire O

Another steamroller win for Essex
(their 3rd 10-0) but two magnificent
efforts by P. Charlton who went down
to Robert Hellaby 17, -12, -18 and
to John Holton -20, 21, -18. Susan
Beckwith, 15 this day, untroubled in
two doubles wins and Father Goose
entertained both teams after the
match 1o a pre-Christmas party.

JUNIOR DIVISION WEST
Glamorgan 10 Gloucestershire O
Wiltshire 2 Monmouthshire 8
Another useful match for young
Kim Allen, and the Wiltshire boys
(particularly Ken Harrison) unlucky
not to have taken at least a game in
the singles.
Worcestershire 2 Somerset 8
After losing the first two sets
narrowly, both from winning posi-
tions, Worcs. fell badly away and a
lack of fight by the home boys saw
the visitors repeat last season’s result,
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